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The Project: 

This project on Civic Education represents collaboration between Fayoum University 
in Egypt and University of Maryland, USA to design new and fresh ideas to provide training 
for Egyptian teachers and youth leaders in key areas of Civic Education, including Service 
Learning and Leadership Development. 

  
The primary goal of the project is to offer an ideal opportunity for Fayoum University 

to realize it’s mission of preparing Egyptian students (future leaders) to be effective teachers 
and professionals and to empower them to take responsibility as citizens and community 
leaders for civic engagement, strengthening civil society and promoting Service Learning and 
Leadership in Egyptian society. The project introduced several innovative concepts, 
experiences, and skills to the Fayoum University and school teachers (trainers) who took 
these concepts back to their schools and disseminated them to a wide audience.  
 
Project background: 

With declining civic engagement in Egyptian population, particularly among 
students, it is important that Fayoum University and Fayoum Schools meet the challenge 
of educating their students not only for careers and professions, but also for 
understanding Civic Education. Democracy can thrive in Egypt only if schools prepare 
today’s students to be tomorrow’s citizens. 
 

In the first year of the project, the Project team (Trainers) under the leadership of 
Dr. Abdl-Hamid Abdl-Tawab, Dr. Mohamed Abo El-Nour and Dr. Talaat Shehata trained 
more than 120 School teachers and FU staff on using service-learning method to increase 
civic responsibility and develop strong relation among Fayoum community to understand 
citizenship, democracy and civil society. Service-Learning helped young people link 
volunteering and service to political and civic life. It boosts knowledge of civic affairs 
and encourages greater participation in democracy and civil society. For example the 
Project team at the College of Education volunteered several times to train FU students 
and staff as well as numerous Fayoum school teachers. They delivered several lectures 
and power point presentations on Citizenship, Elections and the role of democracy in 
Egyptian society.  
 

In the second year of the project, the project will continue to provide a deeper 
understanding of the connection between civic engagement, leadership development and 
citizenship, democracy and civil society. The project team under the leadership of Dr. 
Abdel-Hamid Abdel-Tawab and Dr. Mohamed Abo El-Nour continue the workshop 
training of FU faculty members and School teachers on: 



 
The basic concepts of Civic Education. 
The philosophy and principles of Civic Education. 
The objectives and importance of Civic Education. 

 
All the above examples of Civic Engagement and Leadership training programs have 
been developed and transferred to several FU Colleges and Community schools. Many 
trainees developed their own civic education training at their schools with their students 
and Fayoum NGO’s like the Rotary Club and Fayoum City Association. For the 
remaining time of the second year of the project we will continue working with Fayoum 
schools to use the service-learning method to increase civic engagement and leadership in 
fostering their commitment to democratic life in the new Egypt. 
 
 
 


