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Abstract 
  

      Hardy and Robinson were dominating figures on the English and 
American literary scenes at the beginning of the twentieth century. Although 
Hardy was born thirty years before Robinson in 1840, the careers of these two 
poets were roughly coterminous. Hardy's first book of verse, Wessex Poems, 
was published in 1898, and Winter Words, his last, in 1928, the year of his 
death. Robinson's first volume, The Torrent and the Night Before, appeared in 
1896, and King Jasper, his last, in 1935. A number of critics of American 
literature in general, and of Robinson's poetry in particular, have explored the 
similarities in the works of both Hardy and Robinson. Such critics as 
Ellsworth Barnard, Edwin Fussell, Estelle Kaplan, and Yvor Winters have 
found in the works of both poets a sense of realism, an intensity of dramatic 
action, and a confident control of language and structure which make Hardy 
and Robinson two of the most pre-eminent poets writing in the last decade of 
the nineteenth and the first decades of the twentieth centuries. Yet an 
exploration of the different sources of pessimism in the works of both poets 
has not been attempted by such critics. The aim of this paper, therefore, is to 
prove that although Hardy and Robinson seem most alike in their intellectual 
interests, stylistic tendencies and thematic materials, they have quite opposite 
pessimistic tendencies. In other words, the paper attempts to present the 
poetry of both Hardy and Robinson as being gloomy and pessimistic, but the 
gloom and pessimism stem from quite different kinds of disillusion and 
disappointment. Hardy and Robinson, then, provide materials for examining 
side by side two quite different kinds of poets who, contemporary with one 
another yet approaching poetry from quite different directions, wrote poems 
which have remarkably pessimistic tones. 

 


