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ABSTRACT: 
Sultan Muhammad ibn Malkshah died In 511/ 1118, and his son 

Mahmud ascended the throne, but his uncle Sultan Sanjar was not 
disposed to accept his old position as a subordinate to his nephew 
Mahmud ibn Muhammad. In the past, the supreme sultanate had gone to 
the siljuq who held Iraq and western Iran, and in the beginning of his 
reign Mahmud's alliance with the Qarakhanids against his uncle, might 
have been a sign of his determination to assert himself as a head of the 
Siljuq family and thus reduce Sanjar's pretensions.  

Sanjar who became generally regarded as supreme head of the family, 
refused the aspirations of his nephew. So he arranged a campaign in 512/ 
1118 towards western Iran, and he succeeded to defeat Mahmud in 513/ 
1119. Then a reconciliation had been done between the two Sultans, that 
would give Sanjar the opportunity clearly to demonstrate his superior 
status, and Mahmud had been treated as his close vassal.  

The war between Sanjar and his nephew was reflected and recorded 
by the coinage as the only live historical documentary. In 512 / 1118 
Sultan Mahmud gave orders to his wazir to issue a special type of dinars 
to announce his people that they are passing with hard times, and  he 
asking God to help him to defeat his enemies.  

There are only three specimens of this Dinar were appeared, one of 
them has been published in the catalog of the British museum, but most 
of the reverse area is illegible, and the other two dinars are unpublished. 
The reading of the inscription of the reverse clarify not only words and 
Qur'anic verses, but also shows the time of the peak of the event, which 
was after Rabi' II  512/ 6th Aug. 1118. The inscriptions of this rare dinar is 
not ordinary  as we used to see in the beginning of 512 or in 513 and 
later, That the name of Sanjar was invisible, and the Islamic inscriptions 
in the reverse field are from  Qur'an ( 48/ 1-3 ) which promised victory. 
 


