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'Linguistic understanding and Cognitive Closure in the philosophy

of Colin McGinn'

Abstract:

This paper sheds light on a problematic: How do mind and matter meet?
How can the relationship between mind and body be explained? And
what is the nature of the relationship between mind and language? What
is the role of cognitive imagination theory in linguistic understanding?
Through the philosopher's adoption of a number of different
philosophical views, including the transcendent naturalism and the
tendency of new mysterianism. McGinn believes that the philosophical
confusion about some ambiguous issues — such as the meaning, the
problem of mind and body, and freedom of the will — and other
important philosophical problems arise in us because of the specific
limitations of our cognitive abilities and not because of the ambiguity of
the nature of these problems. Philosophy is an attempt to get outside
the constitutive structure of our minds. Reality itself is everywhere flatly
natural, but because of our cognitive limits we are unable to make good
on this general ontological principle. Our epistemic architecture obstructs
knowledge of the real nature of the objective world., and this is what |

call transcendent naturalism.

McGinn adds the meaning as one of the ambiguous philosophical issues
that our epistemological determination prevents us from understanding it,

and he believes that the soul, consciousness and meaning are a



philosophical tradition in which these categories are intertwined in an
inseparable way, as he sees the soul as the original source of meaning
and states of consciousness as the main tool for it, and intentionality is
a product of conscious subjects. These three philosophical issues are
ambiguous due to the fact that we do not have a mind with absolute
cognitive capabilities, but we do possess a mind that has cognitive
abilities that it cannot overcome, and this is similar to what Kant went to
when he recognized the existence of two worlds: the world of noumaina,
meaning the world of things in themselves, that world that transcends It
transcends our cognitive abilities and the world of the Phenomena, that
is, the external world surrounding us that is subject to our mental
cognitive capabilities, so there are limits and capabilities of the human

mind that it cannot cross, like Kant, McGinn and many philosophers see.
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