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A (Re-)examination of Egyptian Anthroponyms Based on the 

Name of the Bull-God Apis 
 

This article studies the Egyptian royal and private anthroponyms based on 
the name of the Bull-God Apis, who was a manifestation or a living image of 
Ptah in the Memphis region. The traces of these names have survived 
throughout history from the Old Kingdom (2647 to 2150 BC) until the (Greco-
Roman Period ''323 BC – 395 AD''). Based on a systematic study, some 
improvements are suggested to previous transliteration and translations 
presented by Ranke, Die ägyptischen Personennamen, 1935, 1952. The current 
research also aims to answer the questions of why did a number of rulers 
incorporate Apis’ name to their royal titularies? Were there any particular links 
that unite the ancient Egyptians to that deity? 
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