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Abstract 
 
Smartphone and tablet computers, as well as other ultra portable devices, have 

already gained enough critical mass to be considered mainstream devices, being 

present in the daily lives of millions of higher education students.  

Many universities throughout the world have already adopted or are planning to 

adopt mobile technologies in many of their courses as a better way to connect 

students with the subjects they are studying. These new mobile platforms allow 

students to access content anywhere/anytime to immerse himself/herself into 

that content (alone or interacting with teachers or colleagues via web 

communication forms) and to interact with that content in ways that were not 

previously possible. 

This paper plans to provide a thorough overview of the possibilities and 

consequences of mlearning in higher education environments as a gateway to 

ubiquitous learning – perhaps the ultimate form of learner engagement, since it 

allows the student to learn, access and interact with important content in any 

way or at any time or place he might want so the objective of the study is to 

examine how the usage of mobile phones for m-learning differs between heavy 

and light mobile phone users at TU Braunschweig. Heavy mobile phone users 

are hypothesized to have access to/subscribe to one type of mobile content than 

light mobile phone users, to have less frequent access to, subscribe to or 

purchase mobile content within the last year than light mobile phone users, and 



to pay less money for mobile learning, its content and mobile games than light 

mobile phone users. 
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